Translated by David Welsh; any errors in translation are entirely mine, and if there are any, | apologize. | tried to check it as best | could on my own.
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Driver's License Center - Guide to getting your license

translated from the webpage located at 8

Guide for foreigners wishing to switch from a foreign license

SHEISRFFO BV X Tl SMECRUBL ISR S FFAES AR MBS AFAEIC SV X 5 700 | S5
HFHETT,

This procedure is for foreigners wishing to change a license obtained abroad into a Japanese license.

SERFFOUVE R Tt X NER BRI E i e dT o 7 — I T2 ZE N TEET

You can do this at a Driver's License Center or the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Center.

R D&M
Requirements
OHFTIMERRICEFTIHDA
You must be living in the prefecture in which you apply for the license.
OBRRNMERFFREEZ D> TVBA
You must be in possession of an Alien Registration Card

KARGFTFRETIIWT £ A

A temporary (paper) certificate of Alien Registration alone is not enough.

ONERFTFEZRBRL T, AFFREEBA L EICREL T332 A U EBEL TS A
You must have lived in the country in which you obtained your license for at least three months after you
obtained it.

MNAR—NETHER CELZENLETT
It will be necessary to prove this by checking the dates in your passport.
O BARDERIZEIETRDON, Fifh - ER2E DBUGREEFITZLTVBA
You must fulfill the ordinary requirements (of age, experience, etc.) for a person wishing to obtain a Japanese
license, as defined in Japan's Road Traffic Act.

HR L ERL D
Documents required for application
O EDOERRFFFRE
Foreign driver's license
O ERFFREDFHFR
Translation of your foreign license
KA FTREZ FE G LT E O REERHE, THSAE £7213 A A B Bh#aE B JAF) 23
FATLIZb D TRIFIUINTEE A

This must be an official translation from either a Japanese embassy or consulate in the country in which
the license was issued, or from the Japan Automobile Federation (JAF) in Japan.

[Follow the instructions in the other attachment, JAF App English.pdf, also obtainable here:
http://www.jaf.or.jp/inter/fr/intfra02.htm. This process usually doesn't take more than a few days. More detailed
information about the JAF translation service can be found at http://www.jaf.or.jp/e/switch.htm]
OHAEBEON - - - AFENTLHS N ERE
Japanese residents — certificate of residence [Obviously this doesn't apply to you]

OHMEEFEDN - - - FME R GRFE A F &8 Gk S R - THRE A &

Foreign applicants — Alien registration card and certificate of alien registration.



http://menkyocenter.seesaa.net/article/35575109.html
http://menkyocenter.seesaa.net/article/35575109.html
http://www.jaf.or.jp/e/switch.htm
http://www.jaf.or.jp/inter/fr/intfra02.htm

[The latter is very easy to get, but you have to get it from the City Hall (Ti#%FT, the same place you
went to get your Alien Registration card, near Kasugayama station, on the way to JUSCO). Just go to the

Foreign desk (I forget the actual name but you'll be able to find it) and ask for a B $&JFZE G & FIRFEE or
touroku genpyou kisai jikou shoumeishou. Or just take this and point to the kanji. You have to pay a small fee,
around 200-300 yen.]

OWEHMZIERA 288 (AR —h B FIRRY)
Document proving that you stayed in the foreign country for three months after your license was issued
(passport, seaman's certificate, etc.)

ORAFADBERE 1A (€ 3.0cmx4f 2.4cm, 6 A LINOHD)
One passport-sized photograph (measuring 3.0cm vertically by 2.4cm horizontally, and taken within the past
six months)
TN - BLRE DHERR AN B2 HGE Tl 2 BT
Two photographs are required for those taking the Knowledge and Skills (Written) tests.
[I believe there is almost always a photo booth/photographer in the Driving License Center, but don't
take any chances — get them taken before you go and get two copies just in case. You are supposed to conform

to the guidelines in the diagram below, although I've never actually seen them get out a ruler to check.]
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O EBSBERRFFRE (23— 7 RAMBEEOL DZEF-> TV N)

Foreign driver's license (from a Geneva Convention signatory country)

O BAROEERFFRE (B2, KNI WEE A, FFo TN NERETT)

Japanese driver's license (regardless of whether it is expired or not. Obviously if you don't have one you don't
need to bring it)

OBEAFHFE (FHT2LTb02ET)
Driver's license application form (you can receive this at the time of applying, in the Licensing Center)
OHFEFEH
Application fee
PR GRFF 2,400 F| JRAT -/ NERSREF 11,650 I, £ 043,300 H
Ordinary driver's license: 2400 yen; Moped license: 1650 yen; Others: 3300 yen.
ORATFHEBH (1,650 1)
Issuance fee (the cost of producing the license itself)
MR H X 5212200 23N SV ES
An additional charge of 200 yen will be levied for each extra item [but you only need one copy, so never
mind]



FHEDONE
Procedure
ONERFTF OB LBAENC32> A BLEREL TWeZ 2R LET,
The official will check whether you were resident in the country in which you obtained your license for at least
three months after you obtained it.
XKHUGEH B - 24 H B O EOG A0, 300 UL EOMHER MR TERWEA I,
If this information is not available in the documents you bring, and your residence cannot be confirmed,
AEBASHEA B OFEHENLEIRDIENHVET,
another method of proving your residence may be requested.
HEERTCH O COMERL TR EEL XD,

So please check that you have some way of proving the dates before beginning the application process.

OWEHRORER%Z. HAROBERIZBICET2MBMOMmBELET,
After the residency check, there will be a Knowledge and Skills (hereafter “Written”) test.
XMEIZ10MHY, TR LIEMT 264 T,
This consists of ten questions, the passing grade being 7 or more correct answers.
[There is no way to fail this. There is no way you can possibly even hope to fail this. But it never hurts to
brush up on the basic rules of the road.]

OMBOMERICERTHL, BERBRELET,
If you pass the Written test, there will be a Fitness test (consists of simple medical checks — an eye test,
sometimes a hearing test, etc.)

KIRBEENLER NI THRBLELLD,

If you need glasses at all, bring them with you.

OBHERBRORK, £ F—NOERERR— A TERRREOHBELET,
If you pass the Fitness test, you will take the Practical test on the course at the Driving License Center.
X HARDIEHICHE > TEERL 97, FATICHEEZ L TRBEELLD,

You must obey the rules of the road for Japan. These often differ in small ways from other countries, so
it is best to study beforehand.

[There are many teachers who can give you important pointers on how to pass the test. I highly
recommend you see one of them before you take the exam for the first time. The guys at the Licensing Center
will be able to give you some names and numbers; if not, I'll try to find the name of the guy who taught me.]

XHB A R OB, TR AV A IDRFBNLE T,

If you are taking the test for a two-wheeled vehicle, you must bring gloves and a helmet.

O FIEROHERR . HREDHER D SPRIZ DN T
Written / Practical examination exemptions
H G T 207 FRERI LA U B ARG FF 2 RITF > TOT2W 2 NI OfERR FRRE D fifesd %
RERSNDEEPHVET,
If you have taken the examination for the same type of license in Japan before, you may not have to retake the
Written or Practical portions of the test.

KRG ORFFAEAIR N L CGE 3 528NN T,

For these exemptions to apply, you must present your expired Japanese license.

O ERFFREEZ AR LI EHICE o T, FEEH AT oL B EH N R £,
The place where you must apply and the documents required vary depending on the country in which your
foreign license was issued.

BHOINCO IR FF 2 — . B B HEER G AR | TR L T7EE Y,
Please check these requirements beforehand at the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Center or the Driver's License
Center.
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