
Obtaining a Re-entry Permit 

What is it? 

A Re-entry Permit allows you to travel abroad while in Japan. If you don’t have one, and you 

leave Japan, you will not be allowed to come back into the country. The permit cannot be purchased at 

the airport; you must apply for it beforehand at an immigration office. 

How do I get one? 

You will need to make one trip to an immigration office. Instructions for how to get to the one 

in Nagano (the closest to Joetsu) are in a separate PDF. 

How long will it take? 

You will not need longer than a day, and if you are lucky it won’t take more than 15 minutes. 

What do I need? 

You will need to bring the following: 

 Your current passport 

 Your Alien Registration card (外国人登録証明書 gaikokujin touroku shoumeisho) 

 One copy of the Application for Re-entry Permit (再入国許可申請書 sainyuukoku kyoka 

shinseisho) 

o PDF - http://www.moj.go.jp/ONLINE/IMMIGRATION/16-5-1.pdf 

o Excel - http://www.moj.go.jp/ONLINE/IMMIGRATION/16-5-1.xls 

 ¥3000 for a single-use permit, or ¥6000 for a multiple-use permit 

How do I fill in (or out) the form? 

Like on the next page, but in black ball-point pen. 

What do I do? 

Go to the immigration office and submit the documents. The official will produce a piece of paper 

for you to sign, and then send you to buy a stamp. This can be purchased at the kiosk on the ground 

floor. The stamp will cost ¥3000 for a single-use re-entry permit, or ¥6000 for a multiple-use one.* By 

the time you get back with the stamp, the official will have already pasted your re-entry permit stamp in 

your passport. That's all there is to it! 

 

 

*It is probably in your best interest to get the multiple permit, as it lasts for 

three years, and you only need to travel abroad twice for it to be worth the price.  

http://www.moj.go.jp/ONLINE/IMMIGRATION/16-5-1.pdf
http://www.moj.go.jp/ONLINE/IMMIGRATION/16-5-1.xls


  



Useful links 

The Japanese Immigration Service has a website that explains everything that they do, though not 

necessarily in the most user-friendly way ('tis, after all, a government website). The good thing is that 

they have English translations of almost every page. The downside is that a lot of the terminology, 

while accurate, may be unfamiliar to people who have never had to deal with visas and the like before. 

Some terms are also pretty much exclusive to Japan. But it is certainly a worthwhile and encouraging 

effort. 

 Immigration Service (入国管理局 nyuukoku kanrikyoku) main page  

o In Japanese - http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/index.html  

o In English - http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/english/index.html  

 

 Guidebook for immigration procedures (各種手続き案内 kakushu tetsuzuki annai)  

o In Japanese - http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/tetuduki/index.html  

o In English - http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/english/tetuduki/index.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at www.altastic.com/contact 

http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/index.html
http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/english/index.html
http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/tetuduki/index.html
http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/english/tetuduki/index.html

